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10 October 1951 


STATOTHR 


1* Reference Is trade to your sxmrtiaSm of Zh fsptceber 
1951# cxineerning an accident lavolvl-y: a CIA vehic le and a pri- 
vately owned truck driven by I ~l STATOTHR 

2* It rgsai ng our opinion that this accident ms caused 
STATINTL b/ tbs negligence of] but it cay be difficult to 

prove in court. It .ic n cuoce case# as arc uust accidents ^rich 
occur at uncontrolled intersection©. 

3* In any event# a concerted attaint to collect our dale; 
could prove voy costly* Bcffwally# if the OoverrEcnt goes into 
court alien the negligence is 50-50# the Oovcraccnt’e chances of 
losing arc about oO-nO# eirq>ly because of the average juror 
knowledge of the Ccvcr.acnt'a solvency. Consequently* instead of 
colla ting 533*59# the Govermeut could lose the case. 

lu m view of the acov©# it aay be advisable to ’pigeon- 
hole 1 ’ this case* Pressing the cltilt. in baltiaore world require 
aaiy nan hours and the possibility of loss ©oer.'.s to out-weigh the 
need for further action in this case. If suit is fiiod by the 
other party# it wold be necessary to defend the Government - liro ->gh 
the Depau’t&ant of Justice. In the aeontlne# however* inaction 
appears advisable. 


OGC Has Reviewed 

Chief# Fiscal Division 
Office of the General Counsel 
Automobile ACdUtot - 


STATINTL 


/ 


STATINTL 



Attachments i 

Stale file including letter of 
6 ftp t fr Attorney Berlin j letter 
fraa Fiscal to clafoaant copy of 
OGC matso dated 5 Auguetj copy of 
Property Survey Board neao of 31 
July attaching Case Bo. 0G2L2, 
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Chief, Fiscal Division 
Office of the General Counsel 
Automobile Accident 


16 October 1951 


1, Reference is Trade to your memoranda of 2h September 
1951* concerning an accident involving a CIA vehi cle and a pri- 
vately owned truck driven by I 


STATOTHR 


2* It remains our opinion that this accident was caused 

* . _ I * 1 i...x l j, - A* ****** 4 m 


by the negligence of | but it may be difficult bo 

prove in court. It is a close case, as are most accidents which 
occur at uncontrolled intersections. 


3* In any event, a concerted attempt to collect our claim 
could prove very costly. Normally, if the Government goes into 
court when the negligence is 50-50, the Government * e chances of 
losing are about 60-&0, simply because of the average Juror's 
knowledge of the Government ' e solvency. Consequently, instead, of 
collecting 033.59, the Government oould lose the case. 


h. In view of the above, it may be advisable to pigeon- 
hols" this case. Pressing the claim, in Baltimore would require 
many pan hours and the possibility of loss seems to out-welgh the 
need for further action in this case. If suit is filed by the 
other party, it would be necessary to defend the Government . through 
the De par tment of Justice. In the meantime, however, inaction 
appears advisable. 


STATINTL 


Jto 

Attachments* 

Basic file including letter of 
6 Sept fr Attorney Berlins letter 
free Fiscal to claimant copy of 
GGC mbs dated 9 August} copy of 
Property Survey Board memo of 31 
July attaching Case Ho. 002L2. 
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